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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the amendment filed on 1/28/06. 

Claims 1-3, 6-9, 12-15 and 18-22 are pending in this Office Action. Claim 22 
added as new. 

Response to Arguments 

2. After further search and a thorough examination of the present application 
claims 1-3, 6-9, 12-15 and 18-22 remains rejected. 

Applicants' arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 6-9, 12-15 and 18-22 have 
been considered, but they are not deemed to be persuasive. 

Third, Applicant's argue that combination of references fails to suggests or teach 
'outputting images in the order according to a plurality of levels of importance of the 
keyword associated with a plurality of different images'. 

In response to applicant's arguments, the Examiner respectfully submits that in 
particular, Sano teaches this limitation as the management character number of a 
desired micro cartridge film is displayed in the image display or is printed out by the 
image printer, so that the operator can recognize the key word by the character string. 
This management character number may be also stored into the file simultaneously with 
the output. To further enable the key word to be changed to the key word that can be 
easily searched by the user, a check is made to see if the correction of the search 
information is instructed from the keyboard or not. If it is instructed, the original 
management number, image information, and corrected management number (search 
information) are correlated and are loaded in the disc file, see col. 5, lines 20-32, Sano. 
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Sano does not explicitly indicate "levels of importance". Jones remedy such kinds 
deficiency by teaching selecting the next story icon displays, in clear text format, the 
story with the next, level of importance on the page, see col. 11, lines 52-60, Jones). It 
would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the image processing art at the time of 
the present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references, because the 
levels importance of Jones' teachings would have allowed Sano's system provides for 
simultaneous display of graphical representation of a printed publication , as suggested 
by Jones at col. 1, lines 16-18, Jones. Further, levels of importance as taught by Jones 
improves to generates information to display from an input publication files (see col. 3, 
lines 42-45, Jones). 

Further, In response to applicants argument that there is no suggestion to combine 
the references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) and In re 
Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, Sano does not 
explicitly indicate "levels of importance". Jones remedy such kinds deficiency by 
teaching selecting the next story icon displays, in clear text format, the story with the 
next, level of importance on the page, see col. 1 1 , lines 52-60, Jones). It would have 
been obvious to one ordinary skill in the image processing art at the time of the present 
invention to combine the teachings of the cited references, because the levels 
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importance of Jones' teachings would have allowed Sano's system provides for 
simultaneous display of graphical representation of a printed publication , as suggested 
by Jones at col. 1, lines 16-18, Jones. Further, levels of importance as taught by Jones 
improves to generates information to display from an input publication files (see col. 3, 
lines 42-45, Jones). 

During patent examination, the pending claims must be 'given the broadest 
reasonable interpretation consistent with the specification/ Applicant always has the 
opportunity to amend the claims during prosecution and broad interpretation by the 
examiner reduces the possibility that the claim, once issued, will be interpreted more 
broadly than is justified. In re Prater, 162 USPQ 541,550-51 (CCPA 1969). 

Different images taught by Sano as, image information including discriminating 
information to discriminate the image "different" information or a plurality of image 
information of the same group from another image information, see col. 2, lines 58-61 . 

Referring to a keyword table in a memory taught by Sano as, information 
representative of the kind of image, character pattern is photographed in the first image 
10 and the key word or the like is read and analyzed until the electronic micro reader 
detects the right end of the image, thereby producing the key word (search information) 
to search the image or a series of subsequent images. This search information is 
loaded into the first memory (or disk file 1 1 "table") together with the image information 
to be searched, see col. 5, lines 45-55. 

Searching the different images according to an input search query related taught 
by Sano as, enable the key word to be changed to the key word that can be easily 
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searched by the user, a check is made in step S8 to see if the correction of the search 
information is instructed from the keyboard or not, see col. 5, lines 26-29. 

Levels of importance taught by Jones as, selecting the next story icon displays, 
in clear text format, the story with the next, level of importance on the page, see col. 1 1 , 
lines 52-60, Jones. It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the image 
processing art at the time of the present invention to combine the teachings of the cited 
references, because the HTML format of Jones 1 teachings would have allowed Sano's 
system provides for simultaneous display of graphical representation of a printed 
publication , as suggested by Jones at col. 1 , lines 16-18, Jones. 

Hence, Applicants' arguments do not distinguish over the claimed invention over 
the prior art of record. 

In light of the foregoing arguments, the 103 rejections are hereby sustained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3, 6-9, 12-15 and 18-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yoshitaka Sano ('Sano' hereinafter), US Patent 5,038,379 in view of 
Jones et al. ('Jones' hereinafter), USP 6,415,302. 
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With respect to claim 1, 

Sano discloses the claimed invention including, an image search apparatus (col. 1 , 
lines 10-15) comprising: 

reffering means for reffering to a keyword table in a memory (information 
representative of the kind of image, character pattern is photographed in the first image 
10 and the key word or the like is read and analyzed until the electronic micro reader 
detects the right end of the image, thereby producing the key word (search information) 
to search the image or a series of subsequent images. This search information is 
loaded into the first memory (or disk file 1 1 "table") together with the image information 
to be searched, see col. 5, lines 45-55, Sano), wherein the keyword table includes a 
keyword that corresponds to a plurality of different images (image information including 
discriminating information to discriminate the image "different" information or a plurality 
of image information of the same group from another image information, see col. 2, 
lines 58-61 , Sano) and a plurality of levels of importance of the keyword with respect to 
said plurality of images as (col. 2, lines 1-8, et seq); 

search means for searching said plurality different images according to an input 
search query related to the keyword is taught by Sano as search in the image 
information inputted from an image inputting apparatus and thereby to produce the 
search information to search desired image information in consideration (col. 1, lines 
58-62); 

acquiring means for acquiring said plurality of levels of importance of the keyword 
based on the images searched by said search means (enable the key word to be 
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changed to the key word that can be easily searched by the user, a check is made in 
step S8 to see if the correction of the search information is instructed from the keyboard 
or not, see col. 5, lines 26-29, Sano); and 

outputting means for outputting the said plurality of images searched by said search 
means in an order according to said plurality of levels of importance of the keyword 
acquired by said acquiring means is taught by Sano as the desired keyword for this 
image information including discriminating information to discriminate the image 
information for a plurality of image information of the same group (rearranging) from 
another image information (col. 2, lines 58-61 et seq). 

Sano does not explicitly indicate "levels of importance". 

Jones discloses the levels of importance (selecting the next story icon displays, in 
clear text format, the story with the next, level of importance on the page, see col. 1 1 , 
lines 52-60, Jones). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the image processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references, because 
the levels importance of Jones' teachings would have allowed Sano's system provides 
for simultaneous display of graphical representation of a printed publication , as 
suggested by Jones at col. 1, lines 16-18, Jones. Further, levels of importance as taught 
by Jones improves to generates information to display from an input publication files 
(see col. 3, lines 42-45, Jones). 

As to claim 2, 
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'wherein said output means output,.. / is taught by Sano as the desired keyword for 
this image information including discriminating information to discriminate the image 
information for a plurality of image information of the same group (rearranging) from 
another image information (col. 2, lines 58-61 et seq). 

As to claim 3, 

wherein said acquiring means for acquires said accordance, (col. 1, lines 45-53 

et seq); and 

'output means for outputs said plurality of images,... is taught by Sano as the 
desired keyword for this image information including discriminating information to 
discriminate the image information for a plurality of image information of the same group 
(rearranging) from another image information (col. 2, lines 45-61, col. 1, lines 58-67, et 
seq). 

As to claim 6, 

'wherein said image search,...' is taught by Sano as the desired keyword for this 
image information including discriminating information to discriminate the image 
information for a plurality of image information of the same group (rearranging) from 
another image information (col. 2, lines 58-61 et seq). 

Sano does not explicitly indicate "HTML format". 

Jones discloses the levels of importance (see col. 1 1 , lines 23-25, Jones). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the image processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references, because 
the HTML format of Jones' teachings would have allowed Sano's system provides for 
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simultaneous display of graphical representation of a printed publication , as suggested 
by Jones at col. 1, lines 16-18, Jones. 
With respect to claim 7, 

Sano discloses an image search method,... (col. 1, lines 10-15) comprising: 
reffering controlling step for reffering to a keyword table in a memory (information 
representative of the kind of image, character pattern is photographed in the first image 
10 and the key word or the like is read and analyzed until the electronic micro reader 
detects the right end of the image, thereby producing the key word (search information) 
to search the image or a series of subsequent images. This search information is 
loaded into the first memory (or disk file 1 1 "table") together with the image information 
to be searched, see col. 5, lines 45-55, Sano), wherein the keyword table includes a 
keyword that corresponds to a plurality of different images (image information including 
discriminating information to discriminate the image "different" information or a plurality 
of image information of the same group from another image information, see col. 2, 
lines 58-61, Sano) and a plurality of levels of importance of the keyword with respect to 
said plurality of different images as (col. 2, lines 1-8, et seq); 

a searching step of earching said plurality of different images according to an input 
search query related (enable the key word to be changed to the key word that can be 
easily searched by the user, a check is made in step S8 to see if the correction of the 
search information is instructed from the keyboard or not, see col. 5, lines 26-29) to the 
keyword is taught by Sano as search in the image information inputted from an image 
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inputting apparatus and thereby to produce the search information to search desired 
image information in consideration (col. 1, lines 58-62); 

an acquiring step for acquiring said plurality of levels of importance of the keyword 
based on the images searched by said acquiring step as (col. 2, lines 454-53, Sano); 
and 

an output means'for outputting the said plurality of images searched by said search 
means in an order according to said plurality of levels of importance of the keyword 
acquired by said acquiring step is taught by Sano as the desired keyword for this image 
information including discriminating information to discriminate the image information for 
a plurality of image information of the same group (rearranging) from another image 
information (col. 2, lines 58-61 et seq). 

Sano does not explicitly indicate "levels of importance". 

Jones discloses the levels of importance (selecting the next story icon displays, in 
clear text format, the story with the next, level of importance on the page, see col. 1 1 , 
lines 52-60, Jones). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the image processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references, because 
the levels importance of Jones' teachings would have allowed Sano's system provides 
for simultaneous display of graphical representation of a printed publication , as 
suggested by Jones at col. lines 16-18, Jones. Further, levels of importance as taught 
by Jones improves to generates information to display from an input publication files 
(see col. 3, lines 42-45, Jones). 
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As to claim 8, 

'wherein image data output,... ' is taught by Sano as the desired keyword for this 
image information including discriminating information to discriminate the image 
information for a plurality of image information of the same group (rearranging) from 
another image information (col. 2, lines 58-61 et seq). 

As to claim 9, 

wherein said acquiring means for acquires said accordance, (col. 1, lines 45-53 

et seq); and 

'output means for outputs said plurality of images,... is taught by Sano as the 
desired keyword for this image information including discriminating information to 
discriminate the image information for a plurality of image information of the same group 
(rearranging) from another image information (col. 2, lines 45-61, col. 1, lines 58-67, et 
seq). 

As to claim 12, 

'wherein said input step comprises receiving a search query,... ' is taught by Sano as 
the desired keyword for this image information including discriminating information to 
discriminate the image information for a plurality of image information of the same group 
from another image information (col. 2, lines 58-61 et seq). 

Sano does not explicitly indicate "HTML format". 

Jones discloses the levels of importance (see col. 11, lines 23-25, Jones). 
It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the image processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references, because 
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the HTML format of Jones' teachings would have allowed Sano's system provides for 
simultaneous display of graphical representation of a printed publication , as suggested 
by Jones at col. 1, lines 1 6-1 8, Jones. 
With respect to claim 13, 

Sano discloses the claimed invention including, a storage medium that can be read 
by,... comprising instructions for (col. 1, lines 10-15): 

'reffering keyword table in a memory (information representative of the kind of 
image, character pattern is photographed in the first image 10 and the key word or the 
like is read and analyzed until the electronic micro reader detects the right end of the 
image, thereby producing the key word (search information) to search the image or a 
series of subsequent images. This search information is loaded into the first memory 
(or disk file 1 1 "table") together with the image information to be searched, see coL 5, 
lines 45-55, Sano), wherein the keyword table includes a keyword that corresponds to a 
plurality of different images (image information including discriminating information to 
discriminate the image "different" information or a plurality of image information of the 
same group from another image information, see col. 2, lines 58-61 , Sano) and a 
plurality of levels of importance of the keyword with respect to said plurality of different 
images' as (col. 2, lines 1-8, et seq); 

'searching said plurality of different images according to an input search query 
related (enable the key word to be changed to the key word that can be easily searched 
by the user, a check is made in step S8 to see if the correction of the search information 
is instructed from the keyboard or not, see col. 5, lines 26-29, Sano) to the keyword' is 
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taught by Sano as search in the image information inputted from an image inputting 
apparatus and thereby to produce the search information to search desired image 
information in consideration (col. 1, lines 58-62); 

'acquiring said plurality of levels of importance of the keyword based on the images 
searched by said searching instruction' as (col. 2, lines 454-53, Sano); and 

'outputting means for outputting the said plurality of images searched by said 
search means in an order according to said plurality of levels of importance of the 
keyword acquired by said acquiring instruction' is taught by Sano as the desired 
keyword for this image information including discriminating information to discriminate 
the image information for a plurality of image information of the same group 
(rearranging) from another image information (col. 2, lines 58-61 et seq). 

Sano does not explicitly indicate "levels of importance". 

Jones discloses the levels of importance (selecting the next story icon displays, in 
clear text format, the story with the next, level of importance on the page, see col. 1 1 , 
lines 52-60, Jones). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the image processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references, because 
the levels importance of Jones' teachings would have allowed Sano's system provides 
for simultaneous display of graphical representation of a printed publication , as 
suggested by Jones at col. 1, lines 16-18, Jones. Further, levels of importance as taught 
by Jones improves to generates information to display from an input publication files 
(see col. 3, lines 42-45, Jones). 
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As to claim 14, 

'wherein plurality of images,../ is taught by Sano as the desired keyword for this 
image information including discriminating information to discriminate the image 
information for a plurality of image information of the same group (rearranging) from 
another image information (col. 2, lines 58-61 et seq). 

As to claim 15, 

wherein said acquiring means for acquires said accordance, (col. 1, lines 45-53 

et seq); and 

'output means for outputs said plurality of images,... is taught by Sano as the 
desired keyword for this image information including discriminating information to 
discriminate the image information for a plurality of image information of the same group 
(rearranging) from another image information (col. 2, lines 45-61, col. 1, lines 58-67, et 
seq). 

As to claim 18, 

'wherein said image search,../ is taught by Sano as the desired keyword for this 
image information including discriminating information to discriminate the image 
information for a plurality of image information of the same group (rearranging) from 
another image information (col. 2, lines 58-61 et seq). 

Sano does not explicitly indicate "HTML format". 

Jones discloses the levels of importance (see col. 11, lines 23-25, Jones). 
It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the image processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references, because 
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the HTML format of Jones' teachings would have allowed Sano's system provides for 
simultaneous display of graphical representation of a printed publication , as suggested 
by Jones at col. 1 , lines 1 6-1 8, Jones. 

Claims 19-22 have the same subject matter as of claims 1, 7, and 13 and essentially 
rejected for the same reasons as discussed above. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Contact Information 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohammad Ali whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4105. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (7:30 am-6:00 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain T. Alam can be reached on (571) 272-3978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Mohammad Ali 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 21 66 

MA 

March 31, 2006 



